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1. Helen Marshall, CPRE Oxfordshire: 

We were promised an Oxfordshire 2050 Plan that would put the needs and wishes of 
Oxfordshire’s people first.  To ensure an effective consultation, we need documents that 
are fit for purpose.   Would the Growth Board therefore support the addition of a paper to 
the OP2050 consultation documents that clearly compares and contrasts the impacts, 
risks and benefits of the different growth options presented? 

 
Answer: This has been undertaken, through the Sustainability Appraisal and the Habitats 
Regulation Assessment, both of which are being published alongside the Consultation 
Document. 
 
Undertaking a Sustainability Appraisal is an integral part of the plan preparation process. 
It looks at the environmental, social and economic effects of a plan to make sure that the 
plan promotes sustainable development and takes the most appropriate approach given 
reasonable alternatives. The Sustainability Appraisal has played – and will continue to 
play – an important ongoing role in strategy and option development. The Habitat 
Regulations Assessment will also have a role in scoping the risk and benefits whilst a 
vast evidence base provides extensive information for residents to provide an informed 
view. 
 
This analysis will continue through the next stage of Plan making Regulation 19. 

 
2. David Young, on behalf of Need not Greed Oxfordshire:  

The Sustainability Appraisal report for the Oxon 2050 Plan consultation states, Para 
4.147, that even with the lowest growth option outlined ‘negative effects are expected on 
all environmental factors: water, flooding, soils, biodiversity, landscape and heritage. Car 
traffic is also likely to increase with associated climate change and air pollution 
impacts’.  However, instead of an open conversation with local residents about the 
impacts and benefits of the various growth options, the consultation document promises 
‘good growth’ in ‘ways that fully align and integrate sustainability objectives’.   Need not 
Greed Oxfordshire seeks to know a) How the Growth Board reconciles these statements? 
b) How the Growth Board feels that the public should respond to a consultation on growth 
options that does not clearly set out the impacts of those options? 

 
Answer: The Sustainability Appraisal sets out, as part of our consultation, to model the 
impacts of growth. It looks at three scenarios for growth and offers a generic assessment 
of the possible impacts. It does not intend or establish the detail of what those impacts 
will be as it does not look at specific growth options, but generic policy options. The 
Board sees this as consistent with its commitment to good growth and as a useful 
starting point for our considerations. The Sustainability Appraisal advises in broad terms 
that without good growth that these impacts are possible, and the role of the Oxfordshire 
Plan 2050 will be to minimise these impacts through the promotion of sustainable good 
growth in line with the Oxfordshire Strategic Vision. We would emphasise that no 
decisions have been taken at this stage, and that this second wide ranging consultation 
represents a continued conversation with local residents. 
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Growth Board response to recommendations of the Growth Board Scrutiny Panel  
Recommendations made on 12 July 2021 
 
The Growth Board is requested to provide a response to the recommendations of the Scrutiny Panel for decision at its meeting on 19 July 
2021.  

 

Recommendation Agree?  Comment 

Recommendation 1: That the Growth Board 
request that each partner council considers the 
Pathways to a Zero Carbon Oxfordshire Report 
at a meeting of their full council, to give it 
visibility and prompt debate and action against 
the recommendations within the report.  

In part The Growth Board wishes to recommend that each local authority considers 
how the Pathways report can be used to drive action against 
recommendations in the report.  However, the Board believes that it is for 
each council to decide how it wishes to do that, and to develop a tailored 
approach as necessary. We understand that the Growth Board’s 
Environment Advisory Group will be considering how councils and partners 
can work together in responding to the report, and notes from their meetings 
can be made available to the panel.   
 

Recommendation 2: That the Growth Board 
requests that partner councils, in their 
consideration of the Pathways to a Zero 
Carbon Oxfordshire Report, consider: 

a. prioritisation of projects given the 
limited resources available based on 
the marginal cost of abatement of 
carbon dioxide emissions.   

 
b. Take account of the differences of 

approach required between local 
authorities regulating activity in their 
communities to encourage carbon 
reduction and the development of 
zero carbon projects initiated by local 

Yes The Growth Board will refer this to its Environment Advisory Group, which 
has a representative from each of the six partner councils.  
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authorities using their own financial 
resources.  

Recommendation 3: That the Growth Board 
requests that each partner council gives 
consideration in future iterations of their Local 
Plans: 

a. to the banning of natural gas central 
heating boilers, in order to mitigate 
emissions from new developments.  

 
b. to the ambition of promoting land use 

for solar electricity generation. 

No 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No 

These are matters for each local planning authority to consider. 
 
a) We do not believe that local planning authorities have the ability to 

impose such a ban.  In any event, the Growth Board notes that HM 
government has ambitions to ensure that all new homes will be banned 
from installing gas and oil boilers before the next round of local plans, 
which would achieve the same outcome.  
 

b) The issue of land use, and the competing demands for it, is covered 
substantially in the recent Pathways to a Zero Carbon Oxfordshire 
Report. Whilst the Board supports the scaling up of renewable energy 
infrastructure, we believe that matters of land use are best discussed by 
local planning authorities themselves.  

Recommendation 4: That the Growth Board 
write to HM Government advocating for the 
discontinuation of gas boilers in new residential 
and commercial developments as soon as 
possible, in favour of more sustainable 
alternative heating methods.  

Yes The Growth Board can support this recommendation with respect to fossil 
fuelled gas boilers (i.e natural gas). The Board will write to HM Government 
offering support for their discontinuation and appropriate action in this area. 

Recommendation 5: That the Growth Board 
explore opportunities in the future to assess 
whether some communities can pilot a shared 
access approach to ground source heating, 
possibly managed through parish or town 
councils.  

No The Growth Board recognises the value in exploring these types of 
opportunities. However, the Board does not possess the resources to 
undertake a project such as this.  
 
 

Recommendation 6: That the Growth Board 
requests that each partner council give 
consideration as to how they will manage the 
transition to a low carbon society so as not to 
disproportionally impact disadvantaged 
communities. It is suggested that this should 

Yes The Growth Board will refer this to its Environment Advisory Group, which 
has a representative from each of the six partner councils. The recently 
agreed Oxfordshire Strategic Vision is very clear in wanting to tackle 
inequalities. As all six councils have signed up to the vision, we would hope 
to see this recommendation captured in their work, once more detailed 
carbon reduction action plans come forward.  
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be tackled through specific, tangible support 
and incentives. 

Recommendation 7: That the Growth Board 
ensures that the Oxfordshire Plan builds in 
zero carbon building standards to lock in long 
term progress towards net zero.   

Yes The Growth Board agrees that opportunities to lock in zero carbon building 
standards should be explored through the development of the Oxfordshire 
Plan, though a decision on such matters will be reserved for individual local 
authorities, and subject to consultation.  

Recommendation 8: That the Growth Board 
asks officers to liaise with Parish and Town 
Councils, Neighbourhood Forums and elected 
members to identify suitable community 
buildings in their localities where copies of the 
Plan can be made available and visible to the 
community, especially in locations such as a 
library, and in areas where digital access might 
not be universal. 

No A list of deposit locations has been developed for the consultation which is 
similar to that of the previous successful and wide-ranging consultation. We 
have been advised that revisiting this list entirely with town and parish 
councils would not be possible in the time available, given the lead in times 
for the existing logistical arrangements that are already in place. The Board 
wishes to assure the Panel that relevant documents will be made available 
and visible in tried and tested community locations across the county and is 
developing a flyer for parish council noticeboards to signpost residents to 
where the plan can be accessed  
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